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This is an expression some people use to
mention their state of being, as in “I am
still alive.” A person once told me that he is
thankful every morning he wakes up that
he is on the “right side of the dirt.” Mea-
ning, I suppose, I can eat, I can breathe, I
can see the sun, I can talk to the people I
love, etc.
However, if there is a “right side of the

dirt” it leaves the idea that there must be a
“wrong side of the dirt.” No fun, no food,
no life—just dead. Well, I guess it depends
on your perspective. For the sinner, or the
man without faith in God or a hope of an
afterlife, this is all there is. “Eat, drink,
and be merry, for tomorrow we die.” How
dismal! So I guess this truly is the “right
side of the dirt” for them. 
But wait! Some day this will be the

wrong side of the dirt for them. The last
book of the Bible (Revelation 6:12-16) des-
cribes it this way: “There was a great ear-
thquake . . . and the stars of heaven fell . . .
and every mountain and island were moved
. . . and the great men . . . and the rich . . .
and the mighty . . . hid themselves in the
dens and in the rocks of the mountains;

and said . . . Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of him that sitteth on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb.” 
Now they will be saying the “wrong side

of the dirt” is the right side. But God will
find them anyway. Let’s face it. If you
aren’t with God, then every side of the dirt
is the “wrong side of the dirt.”

But it doesn’t have to be that way!
Romans 5:1: “Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
Philippians 1:21: “For me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:10: “Whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with him.”
1 Thessalonians 4:14, 16, 17: “So them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him. . . . The dead in Christ shall rise first:
then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
How great that will be! For the Chri-

stian, every side is the “right side of the
dirt.”

“The Right Side of the Dirt” —Clay Zimmerman
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Our world faces an acute social and moral
crisis. It has been said: “As the home so the
church, and as the church so the nation.” If
our country is to be saved from total moral
bankruptcy and the righteous judgment of
God, there needs to be a major change of di-
rection, a return to God and His Word in
many of our homes and churches. 
The home is the hub of humanity. When

that hub fails and disintegrates, all society is
in jeopardy. The Roaring Twenties, the Indus-
trial Revolution, World War II, woman’s liber-
ation movement, the hippie rebellion of the
1960’s, and the more recent explosion of mod-
ern technology and mass communication have
greatly influenced the values of modern soci-
ety. In these tumultuous times, the enemy of
our souls has permeated the public education
system with atheistic humanism and has infil-
trated society and most of the Christian
church with modern psychology and New Age
mysticism. 
The results? Divorce and remarriage in-

creased until it became the awful scourge on
society that it is today. Single-parent, dysfunc-
tional families; teenage rebellion and promis-
cuous lifestyles; unwanted children and

abortions by the millions have grown to epi-
demic proportions across the land. Many
churches are following the world by giving in
to these things and stooping to entertainment
and a social gospel in an attempt to compete
with the world and keep their people. And
now, more recently, the government is legaliz-
ing homosexual relations and calling it mar-
riage. 
God loves the sinner and hates the sin and

so must we. If we would only read and heed
both Bible and secular history, we would know
that God, sooner or later, always brings dire
consequences on a society that condones these
sins! This is rebellion against God. God says:
“Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth” (see Genesis 1:27, 28). There is no
fruitful, multiplying, or replenishing in a
same-sex lifestyle. Surely the promoters of
this folly realize that if all would condone and
convert to this behavior (which some of us
will not and cannot because of conscience and
Biblical beliefs), that the human race would
be one generation from extinction. “Profess-
ing themselves to be wise, they became fools”
(see Romans 1:18-32). 
We must realize there is gross hypocrisy in

The

Christian 
Home 

Series

–Marlin Kreider

Revival in Our Homes
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the ungodly world system. I will limit myself
to just two examples. 
1. Under the guise of protecting children,

the authorities want to make them the prop-
erty of the government while legalizing the
wholesale cold-blood murder of the unborn.
This is hypocrisy! 
2. The cry for “tolerance” in our society for

all the already mentioned sins, has grown to
a crescendo. But very little is said about the
growing “intolerance” and persecution and
murder worldwide of those who embrace the
age-old Biblical, Judeo, Christian views on
these important moral issues. This is
hypocrisy. 
Now to be fair and consistent, we must ad-

dress ourselves, our churches, and those who
profess to embrace Christianity. We are
thankful for the many who are declaring
themselves and desiring to stand with God’s
Word on morality and marriage. But are 
some of us also guilty of hypocrisy? Same-sex
perversion is not the only sin the Bible ad-
dresses. Jesus and the New Testament have a
clear word on divorce and remarriage, calling
it adultery. (See Matthew 19:1-12, Mark 
10:1-12, Romans 7:1-3, and 1 Cor. 7:10-16.) 
We need to stop trying to hide behind the

so-called exception clause and acknowledge
sin as sin. The sins of fornication, lascivious-
ness (loose living), idolatry, stealing, cov-
etousness, drunkenness, hatred, strife, envy,
and the like are also listed as barring those
who practice them from eternal life in the
presence of God. We must side with God’s
Word on all sin. When we pick and choose
which sins we are against, we are inconsis-
tent and become guilty of hypocrisy. By re-
pentance toward God and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ, we can be forgiven and
cleansed from all sin. (See Acts 20:21 and
Galatians 5:19-21.)  First Corinthians 6:11
says it so well, “And such were some of you:
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the spirit of our God.” Praise God,
true Christian faith gives one the power to
live in victory over sin. 

Yes, it is time the real Christians stand up
and say: “We ought to obey God rather than
men,” on these important moral issues! (See
Acts 5:29.) 
It is time to return to fidelity and commit-

ment in our marriages! We need to take God’s
answers to solving our marriage problems,
not the world’s way of running to find an-
other partner. Our children need and deserve
a stable two-parent home setting. 
It is time we return to God’s views about

having children, and how to parent, love, and
train them! Why has the majority of “Chris-
tianity” bought into the “American Dream”
of a two-child family and selfish, humanistic
methods of abortion and birth control? Surely
the blood and the cry of the innocent unborn
is coming up before a holy, loving God. 
It is time we adopt God’s standard for

dress and modesty instead of the world’s pat-
terns of shameful undress and nakedness! 
It is time to raise the standard for moral

purity among our young people so that they
have the blessed experience of coming to the
marriage altar undefiled! This lays a good
foundation for true love and faithfulness in
marriage. 
It is also time serious Christian parents

separate their children from the humanistic
public education system and establish schools
that complement the values of both home and
church. 
Finally, it is time to separate from our

homes the trash of the TV, the Internet, sen-
sual reading material, and music that perme-
ates so much of our world! We must make
practical separation a reality if we are to find
grace in the eyes of the Lord, as godly Noah
did in his day (Genesis 6:8). It is not a matter
of if but when God will judge this wicked
world. (See Revelation 18:4, 5.) 
Let us unite our hearts with the cry of

Psalm 85:6: “Wilt thou not revive us again:
that thy people may rejoice in thee?” This is a
call to revival! God will receive and bless us
when we come on His terms. Who will re-
spond? 
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Early in the 1930’s New York City became the
proud owner of the world’s tallest building, the
Empire State Building. Towering majestically
1,250 feet, this building once captured the cu-
riosity and admiration of millions of visitors to
New York. But the Empire State Building was
destined to lose its prestigious position. 

The World Trade Center Building, also in New
York City, was completed. It soared 100 feet
higher than its illustrious predecessor. 

The World Trade Center, however, held this
distinguished tallest-building position for only a
short time. Another building, this time in
Chicago, “out-talled” even the World Trade Cen-
ter. The Sears Tower soars 1,454 feet into the
air. 

In 2010, a yet taller structure was built in
Dubai (in the United Arab Emirates). It is called
“Burj Khalifa.” The bottom part of it is used for
offices. The spires soar to 2,722 feet. 

How long will Burj Khalifa hold the world’s
tallest-building record? That’s anybody’s guess. 

Probably not for long, unless there’s some
government ban on skyscrapers! 

Most of us are quite fascinated by big things
or record-breaking events. You can buy books to
tell you about the world’s longest, widest, tallest,
and deepest things. You can learn about the
fastest runner, the fattest man, the largest cof-
fin, and even the longest toenails! 

Somehow it’s so easy to get caught up in this
urge to get ahead, to beat old records, to win
some recognition. 

To win some recognition! That seems to be the
key to this whole “greatest” mania—recognition
of the “greatest” passes from building to build-
ing or from person to person. Soon the things
that once amazed the world are almost forgot-
ten. 

Take the case of the ruler of one of the world’s
greatest empires. The man, King Cyrus the
Great, was the absolute sovereign of the vast
Persian Empire five centuries before Christ. 

Cyrus had built one of the world’s most beau-
tiful capitals, called Persepolis. Realizing that
enemies might someday raze his beautiful city,
he had carvers cut out pictures of himself and

various scenes of his day high on the side of a
cliff. He then had the artisans inscribe in three
different languages his many great feats. His
reason for having such an unusual carving
made? He wrote that he wanted his name to be
remembered after all other kings were forgotten. 

Cyrus’s magnificent empire eventually crum-
bled. 

People forgot Cyrus. Persepolis burned in the
wake of the invasion of Alexander the Great.
The inscriptions on the mountainside remained,
but men eventually forgot how to read them.
Not until modern times did scholars figure out
how to read the inscriptions. Over 2,500 years
after his death, we again learn something of
Cyrus’s fame. 

Cyrus tried hard to “leave a name for him-
self,” so he’d not be forgotten—but he was for-
gotten for centuries. 

What about the things people do today to gain
recognition? Will another generation remember
them? Eventually the memory of their “great-
ness” will fade. What about the things you do for
recognition?

People forget, and time will end. The only
“recognition” that will last comes from God who
never forgets. Do we seek His recognition or
men’s? 
“Study [determine] to shew thyself approved

unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” It
matters whose favor we seek. Who do we do
things for? Earthly approval and praise are tran-
sient. They’re soon gone to return no more. 

Without God’s approval we are helpless and
hopeless in the face of our eternal destiny. Death
might stare you in the face at any time—an au-
tomobile accident, a dreaded disease. All that
seemed so great will suddenly look so small. 

The only real greatness will be to stand before
God prepared to spend eternity in Heaven with
Him. The greatest praise we can ever know is to
hear Him say, “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant . . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
“Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call

ye upon him while he is near.” —RLB

Feature Article for Youth . . .
Vying for Height
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“[They] became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools” (Ro-
mans 1:21, 22). 

No culture survives in a vacuum. Where peo-
ple despise truth, every option (except truth)
seems equally meritorious. Truth rejected is re-
placed with what is contrary to nature. It is
often costly and inconvenient and has been
deadly for multitudes. It substitutes the satis-
faction of feelings, emotions, and desire, con-
trary to fact. Truth is now beside the point to
those who reject truth. Out of a number of pos-
sible examples, we would like to describe two
current issues in this modern phenomenon of
truth giving way to pretense. 

THE CLAIM TO EQUAL MARRIAGE STATUS
FOR SAME-SEX COUPLES. 

In today’s climate of moral free fall, with lit-
tle left to be judged as morally wrong, I suppose
that a degree of confusion is understandable.
But even so, what is going on fails the basic
tests of logic.  

Suppose neighboring farmers each planted
one hundred acres of corn. The first farmer
works in accord with the biological laws of na-
ture. He plants good seed. He cultivates and
harvests in step with nature. His yield is 200
bushels per acre (20,000 bushels). He, along
with many like him, feed the population of the
world. At times, circumstances beyond his con-
trol infringe on productivity. The yield may be
down because of drought or hail destroying his
crop. This makes him no less a farmer. 

The second farmer has all the advantages of
the first, but tries to find a way to thwart na-
ture. There is no yield whatsoever. His “joy”

comes in trying to mimic the success of the first
farmer. In his defiance of the laws of nature, he
feeds absolutely none, not even himself. Yet he
deems himself a farmer and proclaims himself
an equal to the first. He may even expect the
first farmer to share some of his yield to dis-
guise the barrenness of his own acreage. 

And yes, there are marriage parallels to suc-
cessful farming. In the case of Biblical marriage,
including abstinence outside of marriage, things
would get better in society. (This wouldn’t mean
that everyone would choose to get married, but
the Bible view of morality and marriage would
be the norm.) Such a view of marriage and
morality would reverse our dire, negative statis-
tics—children born out of wedlock and the huge
burden on the welfare system and the never ad-
equate criminal justice system.

However, if all would embrace the concept of
the no-yield farmer, there would soon be enor-
mous tolls of death by starvation. Likewise, if
same-sex coupling qualifies as marriage and the
population would actually switch to these rela-
tionships, the maternity wards would shortly go
out of business. Within a few decades, the entire
population would be adult. Thus, same-sex mar-
riage would be bereft of a future.

Further, the idea that people should be legally
permitted to do what they want to do, is in itself
a logical fallacy. Unfortunately, authorities seem
to be getting senile at times and seem rather in-
capable of discerning between good and evil,
failing the basic test for the future good of civi-
lization.

So, despite court rulings, same-sex marriage
is not the same. This coupling of two men or
two women has nothing in common with the 
indispensable institution the Bible calls 

The Takeover of Pretense
(Failing the Test of Logic)

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer
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“marriage.” In fact, it’s not even about mar-
riage. It’s about winning acceptance and valida-
tion against the taboo of homosexuality. To be
sure, wherever the gates swing open to same-sex
marriage, there is a flurry of gay couples getting
married. It’s a way to celebrate the victory of
gay rights and perhaps even a way to get back at
the opposition. But in the long term, it’s very
doubtful that more than a tiny fraction of gays
and lesbians ever will get married. Now that
same-sex marriage is legal nationwide, the ho-
mosexual agenda is largely accomplished. About
the only incentives left will be certain legal and
financial benefits bestowed upon marriage and
the silencing of those who disagree. 

Further, gay marriage is not even about love.
Gay marriage has come while western culture
has been engaged in a long, adamant repudia-
tion of the idea that marriage has anything to
do with love. The portrayal of love out of Holly-
wood (and the entertainment diet of many
Americans), reveals the flaunting of unre-
strained, free-spirited, unmarried experimenta-
tion as the superior replacement of marital love.
Those who expect love to last even semi-perma-
nently, commonly move in together without a
marriage certificate. Finally, those of the Holly-
wood crowd who actually bother tying the knot,
usually will easily and even proudly drift
through serial marriages. The supposed bottom
line is that the most fulfilling love life is that
which is frequently rekindled with various part-
ners. So obviously, gay marriage is not about re-
fraining from sexual activity until having
obtained a legal marriage certificate.

And again, court sanction and public opinion
do not turn vice into virtue. Homosexuality
swept like a malignancy through Greece and on
to the rest of the Roman Empire. Nero took his
homosexual affairs further than most other
Roman emperors, in that he castrated a young
male, and then officially married the boy. Could
the same happen here?

A SECOND CLAIM TO PURPOSELESSNESS
IS OFTEN CLOAKED AS RACISM. 

This has become an especially hot button
issue since the Michael Brown/Ferguson Mis-
souri case. It became obvious that the grand
jury was subjected to testimony of things that
didn’t happen from people who didn’t witness
what happened. The raised hands posture with
the words “don’t shoot” is one of them. 

Do officers sometimes react badly, or make

bad decisions in the line of duty? No doubt. In-
justice is injustice whether or not it crosses
racial lines. The fact is that we have huge cross
sections of younger adults of all races who never
knew the security of love and positive direction
in the context of father, mother, and family.
Having never learned from the positive author-
ity of faithful dads, no one else can ever tell
them what to do. They live with a chip on the
shoulder and burning resentment in the heart—
hence the spark that is readily kindled into full-
fledged rioting. 

Another branch from the same tree is the
sizeable number of willing recruits for ISIS, as
well as the ongoing multiple shooting cases
around the country. 

People were not created to find fulfillment in
new stirrings of racial tensions or to shoot up
theaters or to travel halfway around the world
to risk their lives in a confused radical cause.
These things are not driven by the love of truth,
but on the supposed “right” to manipulate and
manufacture scenarios that fit a desired out-
come. People claim the “right” to be bold and
brave in a slovenly culture that has rejected
truth, integrity, and honorable relationships in
favor of free love and ceaseless entertainment.

The Bible has a wonderful answer to the im-
morality and empty racism of our culture. God
created ALL nations of ONE blood. There is not
one God of whites, another of blacks or any
other racial or national group, but rather only
one God over all. Further, there is no individual
or nation that is intrinsically good. “For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23).  

Thus, we all have our own accounts to settle
before God. It’s not the size of the other man’s
faults, but the beam in our own eye that robs us
of our own peace. Only our own blindness can
destroy us. On the other hand, once we have
peace with God, we will also love God. This will
mean a guaranteed extension of love and mercy,
of goodwill and forbearance toward all people of
all nations. So immorality and racism really are
not about other people. They are merely testi-
mony to the turmoil, the confusion, and the lack
of positive, settled-in truth and purpose that
God can bring to our lives. 

Man is created for challenge. For lack of good
challenge, many are swept overboard into de-
struction.
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Poor Pluto! For seventy-six years, school chil-
dren learned that Pluto was the ninth planet.
Then in 2006 the International Astronomical
Union demoted Pluto to TNO status. TNO stands
for Trans Neptunium Objects. These are objects
found beyond the planet Neptune. 

What Changed?
The problem is that with our larger telescopes

and advancing technology, Pluto finally could be
measured properly. In 1970 it was found to be only
1,430 miles in diameter, 18% the size of the earth.
Besides this, hundreds of other TNO’s have been
found. Two of them, Sedna and Makemake are al-
most as large as Pluto is. The last straw came in
2005 when a TNO was found that was larger than
Pluto. This heavenly body, named Eris, orbits the
sun at twice the average distance of Pluto. Now
what was to be done? Either Eris should be the
tenth planet or Pluto would need to fall to a TNO!

There will always be new facts coming to light
that upset men’s previous conclusions. Such dis-
coveries should be reminders of man’s smallness
in the face of our omnipotent Creator God. It is
presumptuous to rebel against and deny Him. Men
too often get lifted up in pride with all that they
can know and do. This is revealed in statements
about man evolving to a higher level of supposed
abilities. However, outer space and inner space are
inexhaustible. The multiplicity of heavenly bodies
coming to light in the broad expanse of the uni-
verse show that man will never come to the end of
the knowledge of the glory of God.

Pluto’s Life as a “Planet”
Neptune and Pluto were the two planets that

could not be seen with a telescope. Neptune was

discovered in 1846 by circumstantial evidence.
Uranus had an irregularity in its orbit. By search-
ing the sky in the area of its gravitational pull on
Uranus, Neptune was found.

The same method was attempted to find an-
other planet. After a number of years of searching,
a ninth planet was found in February 1930. Pluto
is actually too small to affect the orbit of Neptune,
but in the search Pluto was found.

Since the planets are “wandering stars” (Jude
13) and orbit the sun, they move against the back-
ground of apparently stationary stars.  (Jude used
this to illustrate false teachers who are shifty
[waver] in their doctrine.) But how could this pin-
point of light be found in a background of thou-
sands of stars? By alternately flashing two
photographs taken on different nights, a planet
seems to jump back and forth like a “wandering
star.”

This point of light was too small to be measured
with any telescopes in the 1930s. Pluto’s surface
was thought to be an icy, rocky composition of
frozen nitrogen, methane, and carbon monoxide.
Some of these elements evaporate from a thin at-
mosphere of gas on its closer approach to the sun.
Its elliptical orbit is so flattened that it vacillates
from 1.8 billion miles to nearly 4.5 billion miles
from the sun. This brings it within the orbit of
Neptune for 20 years. This was the situation from
1979 to 1999 when Pluto was the eighth “planet”
and Neptune the ninth. For the rest of its 248-year
orbit it is beyond Neptune.

Pluto has a few moons. The largest is Charon,
which is 740 miles in diameter and one half the
size of Pluto. It is so large that they rotate around
a common center between them. The most detail
that astronomers can see from photographs is that

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 

Pluto Demoted!
“Wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever” (Jude 13).
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Pluto is covered with twelve dark and light areas.
Scientists think the bright areas are frozen nitro-
gen and the dark areas methane frost.

With the demotion of Pluto to join the TNOs,
we again have an even number of eight planets.
The four terrestrial planets that orbit closer to the
sun contain that gem of the universe—the earth—
with life. The four outer planets are gaseous gi-
ants.

A Visit to Pluto
On Tuesday morning, July 14, 2015, a space-

craft from earth zipped past Pluto at less than
8,000 miles distance. In order to reach the dwarf
“planet” three billion miles away, the spacecraft
was launched in January, 2006, nine and a half
years before. As it flew by, it took pictures of
craters and plains. Enough data was recorded that
it will take until the fall of 2016 to stream it all
back to earth! The 720-million dollar mission will
no doubt continue on to record even more icy bod-
ies in our solar system. 

The information is revealing another sterile, bar-
ren environment, like other places discovered in our
universe. Except for the earth, these heavenly bod-
ies are too hot, too cold, too dark, or too poisonous
to contain life. If we could stand on Pluto, billions
of miles into the deep reaches of space, the sun
would appear 1,500 times dimmer. Our blue planet
is the only habitat designed by our Creator as home
for the crown of His creation—man.

How Did Pluto Get Its Name?
This “ninth planet” was named Pluto. The first

two letters (Pl) honored Percival Lowel, who
began the search for “planet X” in 1906. He died
before he found it, but Clyde Tombaugh found a
planet in the area they were looking in February
1930.

The name actually comes from Roman mythol-
ogy where Pluto was the god of the dead. Since
Pluto is one of the coldest places in our solar sys-
tem at minus 380 degrees Fahrenheit, certainly
anything on it would be dead. The Romans bor-
rowed and preserved the mythology of the Greeks.
The Greek god of the underworld and his kingdom
were called Hades (and also Pluton). Interestingly,
one of the coldest places in our solar system came
to be called by the name of a hot place (Hades). 

The New Testament was written in Greek and
used “Hades” for the real place in the Old Testa-
ment called “Sheol.” This is the place where Old
Testament saints who died were “gathered unto
their fathers” (2 Chronicles 34:28). In the King
James Version of the Bible, Hades is translated

“Hell.” It refers to the place of the dead rather
than the final place of torment for the wicked,
Gehenna, which is also translated “Hell” (Mark
9:45). Paul quoted David, speaking of Jesus, in
Psalm 16:10: “Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see cor-
ruption.” This is quoted in the New Testament
(Acts 2:27).

Jesus revealed that there are two sides to this
place of the dead. To the thief on the cross Jesus
said, “To day shalt thou be with me in paradise”
(Luke 23:43). In His account of the rich man and
Lazarus, in their afterlife, Lazarus went to be with
Abraham. But the rich man in torment lifted up
his eyes in Hell (Hades). He entreated Abraham to
“send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented
in this flame.” (See Luke 16:19-31.) Abraham de-
nied his request, saying that there is a great gulf
fixed between them. Thus, the righteous were in
Paradise and the ungodly were in Hell, a place of
suffering.

Paradise Taken to Heaven—
Hades to the Lake of Fire

Now when saints die, they go directly to be with
the Lord, according to 2 Corinthians 5:8. This is be-
cause before Jesus ascended into Heaven, He “de-
scended first into the lower parts of the earth”
(Ephesians 4:8-10). In this place of the dead (Par-
adise) “he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto
men” (verse 8). The saints who had been in Paradise
until Jesus had shed His atoning blood for their ran-
som were then transported with Him to Heaven.
The God of the universe is not a god of the dead
such as Pluto, but the God of the living (Mark
12:27). 
“In the dispensation of the fulness of times” God

will gather “together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which are on earth” (Eph-
esians 1:10). “Death and hell [Hades] are cast into
the lake of fire . . . and whosoever was not found
written in the book of life were cast into the lake of
fire” (Revelation 20:14, 15). Is your name written in
the book of life? If not, repent and confess that you
are a sinner and accept Jesus’ atoning work for your
soul today (Acts 3:19-21).
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

Resources:
The Holy Bible
Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary
Acts and Facts, April 2014, “The Solar System: Pluto”
World Book Encyclopedia, Volume P
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It’s Thanksgiving time again. October 12 is
Canadian Thanksgiving, and November 26 is the
day of thanks in the United States. Will you pause
to give thanks at Thanksgiving this year? A news-
paper article concluded that it is not as easy to be
truly thankful as we might think. 

A polling organization conducted a poll of
adults to discover their feelings about Thanksgiv-
ing. 

• 67% said they make a point of expressing
thanks or gratitude to other people all the time;
30% some of the time. 

• 54% say they express gratitude to God all the
time; 35% some of the time. 

But a number of religious leaders interviewed
by a national newspaper say that being thankful
is more of a challenge than people might think. 

The article concludes, ironically, that affluence
is one of the greatest hindrances to being thank-
ful. Yet you would think that when people have
more to be thankful for, they would naturally be
more thankful. 

One minister interviewed by newspaper re-
porters said he’s convinced that affluence is one
of the things human nature deals with most
poorly. “The more we have, the more we feel we
deserve. If we feel we got what we have because
we deserve it, we are not grateful for it.” 

Another minister interviewed by the reporter
had this to say, “Many people in this country take
what they have for granted. We get addicted to
things. As we get more and more, it takes more
and more to energize us, and before long we are
numbed to all that we have.” The same minister
noted that he has traveled in Africa and other
areas of poverty and has noticed these people are
often more gracious and willing to share what
they have than Americans are. 

Does a brief prayer over a heavily laden
Thanksgiving table mean that we are truly thank-
ful? Does just saying we are thankful to others or

to God when asked mean that we are truly thank-
ful? Hardly. 

The Bible teaches us much about gratitude and
how to have genuine gratitude. Romans 1 names
a number of sins people commit. One of the rea-
sons people sin and ignore God’s laws is, “Because
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not
as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened” (Romans 1:21). Unthankfulness will be
one of the characteristics of people at the close of
human history. “This know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce-
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady,
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers
of God; having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof: from such turn away” (2 Timo-
thy 3:1-5). 

The Bible warns us of the dangers of affluence
by telling us: “When thou shalt have eaten and be
full; then beware lest thou forget the LORD”
(Deuteronomy 6:11, 12). Then Deuteronomy
leaves this challenge: “When thou hast eaten and
art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD thy God for
the good land which he hath given thee” (8:10). 

The only way to be a genuine, consistent giver
of thanks is to surrender to God. “Let the peace of
God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye thankful” (Colossians
3:15). 

Thanksgiving and gratitude make the world a
better place to live. Genuine thankfulness affects
the way we treat people in many areas of life, even
driving. It is inconsistent for a person to claim to
be thankful, then go out with road rage. If our
lives are filled with gratitude, we won’t be out
constantly demanding our rights—that we get

The World Today
–Roger L. Berry

How Thankful Are You?
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everything we think is coming to us. Our land
abounds in lawsuits, basically because people are
ungrateful for what they have. They demand more
and more. Then, are they truly satisfied? Seldom. 

Thanksgiving as a way of life is not optional. If
we choose ingratitude as a way of life, we will suf-
fer terrible consequences. The newspaper article
stated: “The payoff for having a grateful heart is
you feel better about yourself and you’re kinder
to others.” People who cultivate gratitude are a lot
happier than the ungrateful. Furthermore, the
unthankful will suffer the consequences beyond
this life. “For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteous-
ness” (Romans 1:18). 

The Way to God

REPENT
To repent means to turn away from your dis-

obedience to God’s Word, the Bible, in genuine
sorrow. Disobedience to God’s way is called “sin.”
“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that

your sins may be blotted out, when the times of re-
freshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord” (Acts 3:19). 

CONFESS
To confess means to verbally acknowledge

your sin and your need of Jesus as your Lord
(controller) and Saviour (deliverer). 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just

to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord

Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved” (Romans 10:9). 

BELIEVE 
To believe means to completely accept what

God has said, so you can act on it.
“Without faith it is impossible to please him:

for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31).
“Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy

sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts
22:16).

FOLLOW
To follow Jesus Christ daily in life means that

you will want to obey what He teaches you in His
Word. Through obedience, we show the world
that we belong to Christ.
“[Jesus Christ] became the author of eternal

salvation unto all them that obey him” (Hebrews
5:9).
“Casting down imaginations, and every high

thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).

!

Study
the Bible!

The Bible has the answers for you. Find out what
they are! Find out what Jesus did for you. Find out
what true love is. Find out what true peace is. Enroll
today in the free Bible study course The First Step to
learn about God and His love for you.

We also offer other courses dealing with commit-
ment, fasting, discerning God’s will, witnessing, wor-
ship, and other subjects. If you want to study another
course, request our course brochure.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

q Please enroll me in The First Step. (Please do not enroll
if you are less than fourteen years of age.)

q Please send me your course brochure.
q Please send me information about Spanish Bible
courses.

q Please send me information about French Bible
courses.

q Please send me your English catalog.
Name______________________________________
Mailing address______________________________
___________________________________________
City ______________ State ___________ ZIP______
Religion __________________________ Age______
Check two boxes: qMale qFemale qSingle qMarried
If you are presently our student, you must write your
student number here. ________________________
Send enrollment to: Lamp and Light Publishers, 26 Rd. 5577,
Farmington, NM 87401. Phone: 505-632-3521 Fax: 505-632-1246




